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IN presenting this first issue of the 
NEW MASSES as a weekly, we think 

we can best indicate our program in 
these concrete terms: The NEW MASSES 
has friends and it has enemies. It sup-
ports the militant sections of the work-
ing class, the 1living core of which is the 
Communist Party. Its enemies are the 
enemies of the working class, the up-
holders of capitalism: bankers, militar-

. ists, imperialists, Fascists, labor fakers, 
Social Fascists, and all other open or 
hidden def enders and apologists of the 
capitalist order. The NEW MASSES 
must keep in step with our rapidly mov-
ing revolutionary epoch. It addresses 
itself to those in the middle class -who 
have shed their illusions about bourgeois 
democracy and are ready to fight for a 
Communist society in alliance with the 
vanguard of the workers. The NEW 
M ASSES will reach out to those workers 

· and farmers whose interest in the revo-
lutionary movement extends beyond the 
economic and political to the cultural 
fr ont. We hope to become a strong 
factor in uniting groups of the middle 
class with the working class in a fight 
for immediate demands of fundamental 
importance to their welfare: against 
imperialist war, against Fascism, evic-
tions, hunger and wage-cuts, lynchings 
and oppression of the Negro people. 

F.ASCISM confronts the American 
people in no academic sense: today, 

J anuary, 19 34, there are the revived 
K.K.K., and the Silver Shirts, the Khaki 
Shirts and the Crusaders. At the same 
time a more insidious form of Fascism 
is being foisted on the people, represent-
ed by the logical evolution of the Na-
tional Recovery Act and Roosevelt's 
assumption of powers never attained by 
former Presidents in time of peace. In 
this period men are forced to come to 
decisions - irrevocable decisions deter-
mining their viewpoint toward life and 
their relationship to the classes about 
them. The NEW MASSES as a weekly, 
aims to help these to reach decisions to 
throw in their lot with the only forces 
that are creating , straining for life in a 
society ro tten and doomed. The sign-
post po ints two ways: to the right, the 

medieval brutalities of Hitlerism; to 
the left, the freedom of a classless 
society. 

s ISLEY HUDDLESTON'S remark 
that the capitalist nations are speed-

ing to war like express trains headed 
for a huge smash finds ominous . cor-
roboration in latest news dispatches. 
Communist Deputy Doriot's inquiry 
showed that French export of arms and 
mumt1ons to Japan have increased in 
one year from 260,312 to 384,444 
pounds, a leap from 10,786,00 to 25,-
000,000 francs in value. While the 
French government was trying to ex-
plain how this activity is perfectly com-
patible with efforts toward world peace, 
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the Japanese Diet appropFiated an ad-
ditional $289,850,000 for its army and 
navy .... And almost simultaneo usly 
Japan's official news agency Ren go, 
broadcast scare-stories - about U.S.S. ., 
China and the U.S.A. "exerting eco-
nomic pressure against Japan" going so 
far as to suggest that \J.S.A. is planni g 
to rent Sakhalin from the U.S.S.R. 

Q F COURSE Rengo scrupulousl y 
avoided mentioning that in Ches-

ter, Pa., condemned U. S. Shippin g 
Board vessels are being cut up into 
scrap-iron ( from which shrapnel is 
made) and shipped to Japan, or that 
nitrates are being constantly exported to 
Japan from Hopewell, Va., with the 


