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The Governor's Committee of Forty-
four, appointed to investigate educa-

tion in New York, reports that "Scien-
tific studies show that increasing the size 
of class registers does not necessarily de- . 
crease efficiency." Though small classes 
and the kindergarten rank among the 
greatest advances in modern education, 
Dr. Paul .R. Mort, in his report to the 
Governor of New Jersey, also advo-
cates increasing the size of classes. Fur-
thermore, he recommends what amounts 
practically , to wiping out the kinder
gartens. The New York committee was 
heavily packed with representative 's of 
big business, but prominent educators 
.also participated. Their task was to see 
that the principles of education should 
not suffer from "economy" They suc-
ceeded. They changed the _principles to 
suit the retrenchment program. Profes-
sors in Uniform, like. writers and scien-
tists, are worth their hire. Classes of 
sixty have been tried "experimentally" 
in Cleveland, and pronounced a "suc-
cess." Cleveland, New York, and New 
Jersey are not isolated instances of re-
t rogression. Throughout the country 
the Professors in Uniform do their part, 
cutting appropriations, t e 1 es coping 
classes, saving on text books-while 
Federal appropriations' burg eon to the 

· skies, so that there may be more guns 
and more battleships. , 

A S we go to press, three important
student conventions are in session

in Washington. The National Students 
League, after two years of vigorous 
leadership in campus struggles through-
out the country, is convened with the 
purpose of coordinating its activities to 
facilitate work among Negro students, 
particularly in the south, and to find 
concrete ways of working in unity with 

· the advanced guard of the working 
class. The League for Industrial De-
mocracy, reduced by vacillation and op-
portunism to virtual impotence, needs 
an organizational apparatus distinct 
from the adult section of the L. I. D., 
and free from the reactionary domina-
tion of the Socialist Party. And now, 
the Student , Union of Young America 
makes its debut. Under the social-
ameliorati .on banner of Dewey, Barnes 
and Co:, this group appears · as a new 
impediment to student unity. It naively 
propo 'ses to propagandize the profit 
system out of existence In the Decem-
ber issue of the Student Review, the Na
tional Students League addressed an 
open letter to the L. I. D. signifying its 
willingness "to convert its national con-
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vention ... into a unity congress of the 
American student movement." Students 
here and abroad , will await ·with intense 
interest the outcome of the W ashington 
conventions. 

T HE first John Reed Club of Revo-
lutionary Artists and Writers in 

this country was organized in New York 
in 1929, just about the time of the great 
crash. Since then about thirty John 
Reed Clubs have sprung up in the vari-
ous sections of the United States. A 
number of these clubs have launched or 
are about to launch their own publica-
tions-New Force in Detroit, Leftward 
in Boston, The Partisan in Los Angeles, 
Red Pen in Philadelphia, The Partisan 
Review in New York. The main func-
tion of these magazines is to provide a 
creative outlet for our younger talented 
revolutionists. W h a t characterizes 
most of these modest John Reed Club
publications is their · spirit of .experi-
mentation, their interest in the revolu-
tio1nary aspects of their crafts, and their 
consecration to the struggl es of the pro-
letarian vanguard. In this country, these 
John Reed 'Club magazines are among 
the first seeds of the genuinely profound 
and variegated revolutionary culture 
that promises to blossom forth in the 
coming · years of intense struggle and 
great proletarian victory. 

T HE NEW MASSES would like to 
pose a question at this moment of 

discussion over the outcome of the Reich-
stag fire trial: What do you, Messrs. 
White and Pickens, of the N.A.A.C.P.; 
and all the others Messrs. of the liberal 
and civil liberties groups feel about 
mass pressure at this moment? Our 
memories are good and we recall 1the 
national hulabaloo you raised in the 
press about the mass pressure tactics of 
the International Labor Defense and 
the Communists in the Scottsboro trial. 
Your voices were loud and too effective· 
in the Sacco-Vanzetti case. But 1933 
was not 1927. The working-class and 
its supporters have learned, and possibly 
you have, too. The Scottsboro boys are 
still behind bars in Alabama and th e 
lynch mobs hover near-by. Will you hel 
create sufficient mass pressure to free 
the boys-or will you once again""TI.ise 
the cry: "The Reds' tactics-and not 
the Southern lynchers-are to blame. " 
If you want to free the boys-if you 
really want to help the fight agai nst 
lynching and class justice-then you' ve 
only one answer: mass pressure and 
more mass pressu e I · 


