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suggestion  of  such  underlying  factors  as  ac-
cumulating  capital  surplus  and  falling  rate  of 
profit. 

The  New  Deal  program  itself  is  set  forth 
in  considerable  detail,  with  chapters  on  Econ-
omy  and  Efficiency  in  Government;  Industry 
and  Transportation;  Agriculture;  Finance; 
Relief  and  Public  W orks and  Principles  of 
i:he Recovery  Program. At times  the  authors 
grow  lyrical  in  their  enthusiasm.  They  de-
scribe  the  Agricultural section  of  the  Recovery 
Program  as  "amazing."  "Without  taking  over 
agriculture,  as  was  done  in  Russia,  the  Gov-
ernment  has  so  penetrated  the  institutions  and 
procedures  of  the  industry,  from  the  highest 
national  groupings  to  the  smallest  local -units 
throughout  the  land,  as  to  gather  into  its 
hand~  absolute  control  over  every  act  of  pro-
duction,  processing,  manufacturing,  and  mar-
keting  of  practically  all  agricultural  and  as-
sociated  commodities.  Within  the  framework 
of  the  land  bank  system,  it  has  established  a 
net-work  of  banks  and  credit  institutions  ade-
quate  to  meet  almost  every  conceivable  need 
for  agricultural  finance  and  credit." 

In  this  and  parallel  passages,  they  seem  to 
take  for  granted  the  fulfillment  of  the  pro-
gram,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  have 
before  them  little  more  than  its  paper  prom-
ises.  But  for  the  most  part  they  merely  hit 
the high  spots  of  the  program,  leaving  the 
readers to  draw  their  own  conclusions. 

The  key  principle  of  the  Roosevelt  Recov-
ery  Program  lies  in  cooperation.  The  authors 
quote  with  approval  the  President's  statem ent 
of  Oct. 22, 1933: "The  secret  of  the  NRA 
is  cooperation,"  without  asking  whether  the 
conditions  that  make cooperation  possible  are 
present.  Certainly  the  gold  purchase  policy 
has  not  increased  the  cooperativeness  of  such 
rival  empires · as  Britain  and  France.  As  for 
recalcitrant  die-hards like  Henry  Ford ,  and 
the  owners  of  the  Weir  steel  in tere  ts ·  the 
embittered  denizens  of  Wall  Street;  the  bank-
rupt  farmers · in  a  dozen  agricultural  states, 
and  the  militant  left-front  fighters  for  a  So-
viet  America,  they -are  further  from  coopera-
tive  action  since  Roosevelt  showed  his  hand 
th ap  'they  were  before.  ·Mr.  Roosevelt  may 
wish  that  cooperation  was  the  secret  of  the 
NRA.  It  takes  more  than  wishes,  however, 
to  conjure  away  imperial  competition  and  the 
class  struggle. 

Signs  of.  capitalist  decline  are  multiplying 
in  the  United  States.  It . was  these  very  signs 
that  called  the  New  Deal  program  into  ex-
. . 1stence.  The  authors  ignore  them. 

The  lines  of  a  bitter  struggle  for  power  are 
emerg ing  in  the  United  Stat es.  Mr.  Roose-
velt  is  straining  every  nerve  to  mobilize  suffi-
cient  forces  to  guarantee  the  propertied  and 
privileged . a  victory  in  the  struggle.  The  au-
thors  float  so  far  above  the  battle  that  they 
have  evidently  failed  to  detect  even  the  evi-
dences  of  class  alignment. 

The  Future  Comes is  a  feeble  effort,  quite 
unworthy  the  author  of The  Economic  Inter-
pretati on  of  the · United  States  Constitution. 

The  times  call  for  forth-right  analysis and 
sturdy  prescription.  This  book  does  not  even 
rise  to  the  level  of  the  milk-and-water  apolo-
getics  that  are  labeled · out  in  the  average  col-
lege  class  room. 

The  authors,  in  their  preface,  describe The 
Future  Comes as  a  memorandum,  prepared 
by  Mr.  Smith,  under  Prof.  Beard's  direction, 
to  assist  them  in  making  an  extended  study  on 
National  Interest.  The  book  is  just  that.  A 
memorandum  it  was  and  a  memorandum  it 
should  have  remained.  By  no  stretch  of  the 
imagination  can  it  c1aim the  stature  of  a  book. 

SCOTTNEARING. 

The  Sex  Life  of  Vridar  Hunter 

PASSIONS  SPIN  THE  PLOT, by Vardis 
Fisher. $2.50. Caxton  Printers ,  Ltd. 

The  second  volume  of  Vardis  Fisher's  tet-
ralogy  ends  with  Vridar  Hunter  still,  presum-
ably,  an  involuntary  virgin,  though  he  has just 
married  Neloa  Doone.  The  bulk  of Passions 
Spin  the  Plot is  concerned  with  Vridar's  love 
life  at  Wasatch  College  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
where  he  learns  about  women  from  the  in-
credible-yet  somehow  p 1 au  s i b 1 e-A.  M. 
("Forenoon")  McClintock,  who  never  spent 
more  than  five  dollars  on  a  girl  whom  he  in-
tended  to  seduce.  At  first  Vridar  is  horrified 
by  McClintock's  crass  attitude;  dark -eyed 
N eloa  Doone  is  a  vestal  to  him.  V ridar  is 
fond  of  highfalutin'  and  melod-ramatic  lan-
guage,  such  as  that  found  in  the  works  of 
Bertha  M.  Clay, The  Duchess, and  other 
predecessors  of  the  flourishing  literary  school 
popularized  by  the  Macfadden  Publications. 
Occasionally  this  weakness  intrudes  upon  the 
style  of  Mr.  Hunter  himself,  but  not  too 
often.  Then  V ridar  learns  that  N eloa-she 
denies  nothing  when  pressed-has  been  "in-
timate"  with  three . differ ent  men.  De spite  her 
besmirched  past,  V ridar  loves her  yet.  He  will 
still  wed  her  if  she will  go  to  school,  improve 
her  mind,  and  sin  no  more.  She  must  prepare 
herself  for  the  exalted  station  that  will  be hers 
as  the  wife  of  Vridar  Hunter.  But  he  does 
not  trust  her;  he  hears  rumors  of  her  carrying · 
on,  and  decides  to  learn  something  about  life 
to  get  even  with  Neloa.  This  portion  of  the 
book  assumes  the  character  of  a  gallery  of 
women,  some  of  them  hot  and  some  of  them 
cold.  Some  of  them  are  too  elusive,  ·others 
too  bold.  V ridar  never  gets  what  he  wants 
and  needs,  and  the  reader  wishes  he  might  do 
so  and  get  it  off  his  mind . 

Mr.  Fisher,  as  in  the  first  volume  of  his 
tetralogy,  maintains  an  excellent  balance.  He 
doesn't  people  his  book  with  the  contented 
cows of State  Fair; neither  does he  veer  to  the 
antipodes  of  the  "stark  and  primiti ve"  novel-
ists  who love  to  write  about  foredoomed  and 
impotent  man,  a straw  blown by the mighty and 
· relentless  winds  of  Fate,  pitted  against  Nature 
and  Destiny  (but  never  Capitalism).  Mr. 
Fisher's  background is  authentic  his  charac-
ters  are  human and  full-dimensioned Their 
social  significance  is  not  so  readily  apparent. 
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V ridar  calls  himself  a  Socialist  because he 
hates  war;  he  justifies  stealing  on  the  ground s 
that  the  rich  are  always  stealing  from  the 
poor.  His  moral  code,  inherited  from  narrow-
minded  and  ultra-religious parents,  keeps  him 
in eternal  torment.  He  would  like  to be "in-
timate"  with  the  girls,  but  his  bashfulness, the 
pangs  of  conscience,  and  his  ineptitude  usuall y 
queer  things  for  him.  When  he  finds  one that 
is  willing,  her  boldness  deflates  his  ardor. 
Mr.  Fisher's  supple -and  colorful  prose, the 

fidelity  of  his  characters'  speech,  his  aptitud e 
for  etching  a  personality-often  in  a  few 
lines  combine  to  make Passions  Spin  the 
Plot an  eminently  readable  book.  Vridar 's 
poverty  is  emphasized  less  than  in In  Trag ic 
Life , and  as ·a  consequence  the  present  vol-
ume  loses  some  of  the  strength  manifested  in 
the  flrst.  A  few  of  Vridar's  drinking  and  hell-
raising . bouts  might  ·have  been  omitted  to  give 
a  clearer  idea  of  how  he  managed  to  keep 
going  at  Wasatch.  It  is  true  that  his  manne r 
of  living  is suggested  at  times,  but  these  inter-
ludes  are  not  nearly .  as  vivid  and  as  fully 
realized  as  the  passages  dealing  with  Vridar' s 
exper,iences  with  and  thoughts  of  sex.  Whe n -
Mr.  Fisher  indulges  in  satire  against  the  social 
system,  he  is  rather  ineffectual.  He  writes  in 
the  tradition  of  an  earlier  day-the  "Main 
Street"  period. 

Neloa  Doone,  Vridar's  uneducated  but  enig-
matic  sweetheart,  is  one  of  the  most  huma n 
and  convincing  characters of  recent  fiction. 
She serves  as a striking  contrast  to  the  theatr i-
cal  and  violently  emotional  V ridar,  who  con-
siders  her  far  beneath  him  and  envisions 
himself  as  becoming  a  great  man,  probabl y 
a  famous  writer.  Mr.  Hunter  has  somehow 
contrived  to  clothe  Neloa  with  a  kind  of  dig-
nity  and  even  nobility.  At  the  end  of  the 
book,  V ridar  has  not  yet  "awakened  the wo-
man"  in  her.  To  him  she  is  two  women,  a 
harlot  and  an  angel.  He  isn't  sure  which  is 
the  woman  he's  married.  "He  looked  into  the 
future  and  he  saw  there  only  loneliness  and 
the  dark." 
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