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REVOLT IN THE AMERICAN COLLEGES 
COLLEGES in America exist for 

everyone except the learner. For 
him there is scarcely a niche in these 
gigantic and expensive mills of culture. 

The president and his efficient corps 
of administrators cherish other interests 
than the learner's. Guardians of the 
time-clock, keepers of the roll call and 
plotters of grade curves, they function 
like traffic cops, keeping the hordes 
moving through the routine of getting 
degrees. With mentalities of congress-
men and methods of drill masters, they 
often betray their faith in the goose 
step. Here is the advice the president 
of a large midwestern State University 
gave his freshmen: "The best thing 
to do is do what you are told . . . 
For an individual coming into the uni-
versity and saying 'I want to do what 
I want to do' means starting endless 
trouble for himseU and everyone else." 
Another, speaking of compulsory drill, 
said: "It is not very popular with 
the students but that is an indication of 
its usefulness." 

Should a rash student pronounce 
heresy in an undergraduate publication 
--off with his head. That is "un-
favorable publicity" and must not get 
abroad. The rights of the learner are 
less important to the president than 
the whimsy of a bigoted but moneyed 
public. Three instances will illustrate 
the recent fate of students who thought 
universities exist to permit untrammeled 
thought. 

In Illinois, a student literary maga-
zine was discontinued because the 
editor published a series of Zinc City 
Sketches dealing with life in the zinc 
smelters of La Salle. The paper was 
stopped by request of owners of the 
industries depicted. 

In California a university president 
called off a debate on, "Resolved , 
that the family is an obsolete institu-
tion," in deference to the prejudices of 
taxpayers of the Golden State. 

In Texas, a Baptist university presi-
dent dismissed the student editor for 
scolding the local board of censors. 

The colleges exist for the War De-
partment. Compulsory training for the 
next war goes on in 83 colleges and 
universities, in 22 more it is optional. 
When students protest that they did 
not come to school to learn to kill they 
are summarily expelled. 

The colleges exist for Babbitt, for 
the Zenith Chamber of Commerce. 
Boost the university and you boost land 
values. Pull for a winning team and 
you bring business to town. Business 
men foster &he Rah Rah spirit, another 
enemy of learners. "Every business 
man in town ought to get out and root 
for all he is worth for Teachers College 
teams," says the president of a Colo-
rado Chamber of Commerce. "The 
College is the town's greatest asset ... 
A winning team is an asset we cannot 
afford to overlook." 

The college exists for the Church. 
Let anyone suggest abandoning the 
compulsory chapel services held in most 
colleges. Here is the reply: "The 
(college) program offers not only intel-
lectual, physical and social training 
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but allows for spiritual expression." 
The learners cannot dodge these "re-
ligious experiences." "They came to 
face certain experiences and the fact 
that they are compelled to get them 
after they come should not bother 
them." According to this chapel 

once were strong men and have been 
worn smooth by the system. 

The English professor at Cornell 
who had never heard of Eugene 
O'Neill is no rarity. There are po-
litical science professors who never read 
sociology, economics professors who 
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apologist ( a typical example) you ac-
quire religion as you do a trick on 
parallel bars or a rule in mathematics. 
Despite the growing protest of learners 
the colleges still act upon this theory. 

The colleges exist for the teacher. 
The pedagogical windmill turns round 
and round regardless of the learner's 
needs. Should all learning cease teach-
ing would continue unembarrassed. 
Dry-as-dust, Ph.D. sits before his class 
and · casts nicely polished pearls which 
are caught more or less faithfully in 
notebooks. Periodically exams are held 
wherein Dr. Dry-as-dust gathers in his 
treasures. Return the pearls intact, at-
tend classes regularly--that is the sim-
ple formula for attaining a degree. 

No less dispiriting than the method 
is the content of most college teaching. 
The intellectual atmosphere of the col-
lege is a pale Shadowland peopled with 
abstractions. Currents of thought agi-
tate it that stirred the outside world 
ten, twenty years ago. With notable 
exceptions the teachers are timid souls 
who would wither if removed from the 
rarified academic air. Or else they 

teach an abstract mid-Victorian system 
that knows naught of strikes, labor 
unions, the actual problems of working 
men and their employers. 

It cannot he denied' that many other 
interests are using the colleges for their 
own purposes. No one has yet meas-
ured the social forces that tend to 
divert education from its course. I 
have merely enumerated the interests 
that directly conflict with the learner's 
purposes as he goes about the campus. 

PART II 
Against the forces listed above many 

learners are in active revolt. Grad-
ually they are coming to realize that 
they must look to their own interests, 
for no one else will. 

First of all, they are becoming more 
critical of their teachers. The core of 
the problem of education is the rela-
tion between student and teacher. If 
the teacher has nothing to say; if he 
fails to stimulate a desire to seek knowl-
edge, the whole system of education 
fails. So the problem of adequate 
teaching 6rst gets · the learner's atten-

tion. Gradually the students are hit-
ting upon methods of making known 
their impatience with the ways of 
comma-hounds and · pedants. 

Last fall The Harvard Crimson 
published a critique of college courses. 
Praise and blame were dealt impar-
tially and unsparingly. The college 
press eagerly adopted the id'ea. Next 
fall few college papers will be without 
their criticisms of courses .~nd profes-
sors. Another plan emanating from 
Harvard is the granting of freedom 
from compulsory class attendance to 
seniors. Other papers are agitating for 
this plan as a means of boycotting the 
dull professor. In order to expose the 
drivel that passed for lectures in some 
classes, the University of Indiana 
Vagabond published a stenographic re-
port of a lecture. 

Students everywhere are reading 
The Dartmouth Undergraduate Re -
port. This document which appeared 
in 1924 was an important step in stu-
dent participation in education. The 
plan calls for the scrapping of daily 
lectures. It suggests that students be 
put on their own initiative to ferret out 
ideas at first hand from libraries. Pro-
fessors only to act as advisors. 

Revolt against compulsory chapel 
service is widespread. Three student 
bodies have petitioned their trustees to 
remove "compulsory worship." The 
other day editors of the student paper 
at the University of Dubuque won a 
long fought war against the institution, 
and succeeded in having it abolished. 
Chapel campaigns are passed from 
generation to generation of editors . 
Students resent being dragooned into 
religion. 

A spectacular revolt is on against 
compulsory military drill . In three 
college referendums the sentiment has 
· been for optional drill. In two other 
colleges campaigns are on to remove 
the compulsion. Many other schools 
will soon he ripe for rebellion. 

Overwhelming evidence of a new 
spirit of adventurousness is creeping 
into the college press. One by one the 
college papers are being manned by 
editors who cease glorifying the schools 
and start pointing out its shortcomings. 
Here the learners clash with the presi-
dent's horror of "unfavorable pub-
licity!" The Wilson Billboard (Penn-
sylvania) declares, "College students 
are too old for the 'Mother knows best' 
attitude." The Billboard declares it 
will "deal frankly with all issues which 
concern the student body . . . " The 
Ohio State Candle recently spoke out 
against the censorship exercised over 
every student publication in the univer-
sity. By this system a pecksniflian pro-
fessor of engineering passes on the con-
tents of a literary publication. Last 
fall the authorities at the University of 
California suppressed The Occident for 
a "blasphemous" story of Jesus. The 
reason for the suppression was undoubt-
edly because the publication was "uni-
formly opposed to military training, to 
censorship of student opinion, and to 
the conversion of the university into an 
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