
28 

Articles On· 
GIGANTISM 
IN DEFENSE OF NECKING 
COOL CLEAR SENSE 

Book Reviews 
STENDHAL 
BALZAC 
MAXIM GORKY 

Contributions by 

STUDENT WRITERS 
ROMAIN ROLLAND 
HENDRIK VAN LOON 
GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 

AN INTERCOLLEGIATE WEEKLY OF 
STUDENT NEWS AND MINORITY OPINION 

The New Student 
-·2.fJ2,Q BrOcldway•NewYorh Crty. 

------------------------------------------------------
Will you try the paper for .. .. . . ........ ... ... , .. . . ..... .. ... ..... . . .. .... .. .... . ? 

l year 6 months 4 months 

Your name please? .. .. ..................... . ..... . .. .. ..................... .. . . . 

Address? .......... ... ............. ..... ..... .. . .... ... .. ······· · ....... ....... . 

{

Enclo sed is $ ................ . 

Please bill . ... . . ... ....... ... . 
RSVP 
THE NEW STUDENT 
2929 Broadway, New York 

Subscription $1.50 a year; 

$1.00--6 mos; 75c-4 mos. 

NEW MASSES 

BISHOP BARES ALL! 
( C ontinueJ from page I I ) 

kept me until the neighbors complained 
to the authorities and I was put under 
a more humane guardianship. 

And as for honesty leading to suc-
cess, it was my honesty that got me 
into all this trouble with the church. 
They even tried me for it, and found 
me guilty. Guilty of honesty-the 
greatest of all crimes. 

There is one thing in the magazine 
formula for success to which I am will-
ing to agree. That is the matter of 
thrift. I could not have become 
wealthy, and I do not think any one 
could become wealthy, except for 
thrift. 

But it was not my thrift which 
made me wealthy. It must have been 
the thrift of a couple of other fellows-
a whole lot of other fellows, in fact. 
If anybody is going to pile up un-
earned wealth in the world as it is, it 
stands to reason that a lot of others 
must be going without it. So I gave 
due credit for thrift in this article of 
mine, but even then the magazines did 
not want it. That is one reason why 
I want to see a new magazine. I am 
disgusted with the old magazines; they 
will not take my articles. I do not 
expect to do much writing, but it will 
be great to know that there is one 
magazine which really wants to see 
things as they are, and knows a good 
thing when it sees it-as any article I 
submit is sure to be. 

One thing in your prospectus espe-
cially appeals to me. You first declare 
that you will be nonpartisan and then 
you say you will take sides with labor 
as opposed to capital. 

I like that. I like it because it 
sounds so inconsistent. 

First, you set forth your honest 
theory about a magazine and then 
casually make the announcement that 
you do not intend to follow it. 

That sounds so inconsistent that I 
suspect at once that you are stumbling 
on a great truth. It is a great truth. 
The great truth is that anyone who puts 
life ahead of every other consideration 
must take sides with labor. It is no 
accident that all the great artists are 
revolutionists. It is the law. It is 
the law of human nature. It is the 
law of life. 

For labor is human life. 
Capital. on the other hand, is just 

a thing. 
A man may invest his capital in 

an enterprise, and then go away and 
leave it; but when a man invests his 
labor in an enterprise, he has to stay 
right there with it until the whistle 
blows. 

That is the whole problem of the 
world today. It is the problem of 
society. It is the problem of industry. 
It is the problem of politics. And it 
is the problem of the church. 

Shall human life dominate things, 
or shall things dominate human life? 

Capital is a thing. Machines are 
things. Organized Government is a 
thing and the Church is a thing. The 
Creeds are things. Even the Bible 
is a thing. 

The orthodox on all fronts demand 
that human life shall conform to these 

things. The heretics demand that all 
these things shall conform to human 
life. 

The orthodox, just now, have all the 
institutions; but the heretics are having 
all the fun. One of the funny things-
one of the observations that I have 
found most amusing-is this: 

When I was Bishop of Arkansas, 
and believed devoutly that human life 
should be made to conform to things, 
they called me spiritual. But when I 
once awoke to the idea that things 
should conform to human life, they 
called me a materialist. 

JULIAN DE MISKEY 

This should be a comfort to you. 
I called you religious and declared that 
you were going to get out a truly re-
ligious periodical. You did not like 
that, I know, but you need have no 
fear. If you really are religious in 
these days, there is little likelihood of 
the American public finding it out. 

They will follow you in time, I am 
sure, for the American public is al-
ready beginning to hate the very name 
of religion. 

Religious as I am, I am glad it is. 
For the name has been attached so 
long to dead ideas, dead institutions 
and dead creeds, that any outbreak of 
real religion is apt to call itself by 
some altogether different name. 

It does not matter, of course. what 
we call it. It is not the name but the 
reality behind the name that counts. 
There is a magazine, I believe, called 
Liberty, and a Church which is called 
Christian and an America which is 
called free. But these are mere words. 
Only when we come to reverence reali-
ties, instead of words, can words have 
any meaning. 

And if we do reverence realities i~-
stead of words, we shall of course be 
called irreverent. 

I am looking forward fondly to a lot 
of this sort of irreverence on the part 
of the NEW MASSES. The more ir-
reverent you are in that way, the better 
one bishop, at least, will like you. 
But he will not call it irreverence. He 
will recognize it as true reverence for 
the realities of life, only called irrever-
ence by such blasphemous institutions 
as the Church and the State and the 
general run of our magazines are today. 
They blaspheme the divinest of all 
realities, human life, for they impiously 
want it to minister to institutions and 
to books and to things, instead of want-
ing them to minister to life. 


